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BRITISH  WEST  AFRICA. 

By  Consul  AV.  J.  Yerby,  Dakar,   Senesal. 

GAMBIA, 

The  total  value  of  foreign  trade  of  the  Gambia,  British  West 
Africa,  for  the  year  1918  was  $12,448,318,  an  increase  of  $2,530,782  as 
compared  with  1917.  This  total  inchides  specie,  which  amounted  to 
$3,678,248 ;  thus  the  vahie  of  merchandise  imported  and  exported  in 
1918  v.-as  $8,770,070.  The  vahie  of  merchandise  imported  amounted 
to  $4,473,927,  exceeding-  that  of  1917  by  $1,082,077,  and  that  of  1913 
b}'^  $1,400,442.  The  increase  is  accounted  for  principally  by  the  in- 
creased value  of  goods  imported  and  higher  freight  rates  and  insur- 
ance, but  as  regards  cotton  goods  and  leaf  tobacco  there  were  in- 
creases in  quantities  over  1917, 

Origin  of  Imports — Increased  Trade  with  United  States. 

Excluding  specie  the  percentages  of  imports  from  the  principal 
countries  were  as  follows: 


Countries. 

1912 

1913 

1914 

1917 

1918 

Per  cent. 
60 
22 
13 
5 

Per  cent. 

55. 90 

27.35 

10. 25 

6.50 

Per  cent. 
61.59 
21.63 
11.58 
5.20 



Per  cent. 
76.76 
11.07 

Per  cent. 
73.77 

6.35 

United  States  o    

7.24 
4.93 

15.  43 

AH  others 

4.45 

a  Includes  '-all  others''  in  1912, 1913,  and  1914. 

Perhaps  the  most  noticeable  point  in  the  year's  trade  Avas  tlie 
marked  increase  in  the  volume  of  business  with  the  United  States; 
the  percentage  of  imports  credited  to  this  country  was  more  than 
doubled  in  1918,  being  15.43  per  cent  as  against  7.24  per  cent  in 
1917.  This  appears  to  have  been  due  in  a  large  measure  to  the 
shortage  of  foodstuffs  in  Europe,  which  led  to  the  United  States 
being  intrusted  with  the  ta.sk  of  providing  for  the  needs  of  the  West 
African  colonies. 

Of  the  principal  articles  imported,  the  chief  increase  was  in  cot- 
ton piece  goods,  which  shows  an  excess  over  1917  of  1.155,174  yards, 
valued  at  $721,248.  Other  articles  which  show  an  increase  are 
"  other  "  cotton  goods,  hardware,  rice,  and  leaf  tobacco.  Of  the  cotton 
piece  goods  imported,  the  Uuited  Kingdom  supplied  94.58  per  cent 
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aiid  France  3.9T.  The  United  States  furnished  onl}-  $6,238  worth. 
As  regards  other  cotton  goods,  the  percentages  for  England  and 
France  ^vere  79.48  and  10.05,  respectiA^el3^  The  United  States  fur- 
nished onl}'  $131  worth. 

Shortage  of  Exports — Groundnuts,  Hides,  and  Wax. 

The  A^alue  of  merchandise  exported  was  $4,290,143,  as  against 
$4,636,841  for  191T,  a  decrease  of  $340,698.  The  shortage  in  general 
exports  must  be  attributed  for  the  most  part  to  the  small  gTOundnut 
crop  which  amounted  to  56,490  tons  only,  as  compared  with  Y4,300 
tons  for  1917.  It  appears  A^ery  probable  that  the  cattle  plague  which 
Avrought  such  havoc  among  the  herds  in  1916-17  affected  the  ground- 
nut crop  for  the  past  season,  inasmuch  as  the  native  farmer  is 
almost  entirely  dependent  on  the  cattle  for  the  manure  which  he 
requires  for  his  crops.  On  the  other  hand  it  is  reported  that  the 
crop  was  generally  good.  It  may  therefore  be  that  a  smaller  quan- 
tity of  Senegal-grown  nuts  was  brought  into  the  colony  for  sale. 

The  United  Kingdom  took  over  96  per  cent  of  the  nuts  expoi'ted, 
an  increase  of  more  than  20  per  cent  as  compared  with  1917.  France, 
which  had  21  per  cent  of  the  crop  in  1917,  took  none  in  1918 ;  this 
was  mainly  due  to  shortage  of  shipping.  The  local  value  of  ground- 
nuts as  shown  bv  the  export  bills  of  entry  was  about  $68.94  per 
ton,  but  the  average  price  paid  to  the  native  grower  was  about  $0.67 
per  bushel  of  28  pounds,  or  $53.56  per  long  ton. 

Hides  also  showed  a  decrease,  both  in  quantity  and  value,  the 
values  being  $250,696  and  $286,856  for  1918  and  1917,  respectively. 
The  mortality  among  the  cattle  in  the  previous  season  would  ap- 
pear to  be  the  chief  cause  of  this  decrease. 

The  export  of  wax,  though  a  comparatively  small  item  in  the 
trade  of  the  colony,  increased  from  3,962  pounds  in  1917  to  8,626 
pounds  in  1918. 

Destination  of  Exports — Statistics  of  Foreign  Trade. 

Excluding  specie,  the  percenitages  of  exports  going  to  Great 
Britain  in  1914,  1917,  and  1918,  respectively,  were  5,  70.56,  and  94.92. 
For  the  same  3'ears  France  took  84,  17.54,  and  0.09  per  cent,  re- 
spectively. Germany  was  the  destination  of  7  per  cent  of  the  ex- 
ports in  1914  and  none  in  the  other  two  years. 

The  value  of  the  imports  in  1918  was  more  than  double  that  of 
1914.  The  year  1914  was,  however,  a  bad  year  for  Gambia.  The 
value  of  merchandise  imported  bv  the  colony  in  1911  was  $2,054,655 ; 
in  1912,  $2,294,480;  and  in  1913",  $3,013,485,  as  compared  with  $4,- 
473,927  in  1918. 

The  total  value  of  merchandise  exported  was  $2,620,255  in  1912 
and  $3,223,268  in  1913,  against  $4,296,143  in  1918.  Exports  of  pea- 
nuts in  1912  amounted  to  64,169  tons  valued  at  $2,442,566,  and  in  1913 
to  67,404  tons  valued  at  $3,027,129. 

There  were  no  declared  exports  from  Gambia  colony  to  the  United 
States  either  in  1917  or  in  1918. 

The  following  table  shows  the  quantities  and  values  of  the  prin- 
cipal items  of  import  and  export  entering  into  the  foreign  trade 
of  Gambia  for  the  years  1914  and  1918: 
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Articles. 


EXPORTS. 

Calabashes 

Hides iiiimbor 

Ivory pounds . . 

Palni  kernels tons 

Peanuts do. . 

Rubber pounds 

Wax do . . 

All  other 


Specie. 


Total  merch.andisc. 


Total  exports. 


I.MPORTS. 

Bags,  empty number. . 

Cotton  manufactm-es: 

Piece  goods yards. . 

Other 

Flour,  v.-heat barrels. . 

Hardware 

Provisions 

Rice liundredwcight . . 

Spirits imperial  gallons.  . 

Sugar hundredweight. . 

Tobacco,  leaf pounds. . 

0 ther  articles 


Total  merchandise. 


Specie . 


Total  imports. 


1914 


Quantity.        Value. 


70, 279 
110 
495 
CG,  885 
3,548 
15,513 


195, 843 


6,074 


152, 803 

26,7S8 

8, 654 

114,824 


S5, 173 

107, 724 

83 

38, 028 

3, 165, 143 

496 

2,302 

56, 391 


3,375,-340 
1,131,194 


4,506,534 


27,610 
352,376 


34,008 
149,318 
30, 471 
382, 156 
24, 301 
42, 475 
21,916 
824,917 


1,889,548 
1,458,184 


3, 347, 732 


1918 


Quantity.      Value, 


85, 103 


644 

.56,490 

584 

8,626 


138, 384 
11,023,963 


2,221 


36, 359 

9,479 

2,518 

183,582 


$12, 700 
250,696 


47, 682 

3, 894, 352 

195 

2,438 

88,080 


4,296,143 
1,057,479 


5,353,622 


67, 190 

1,839,221 
250,078 
38,578 
86, 785 
42, 18S 
344, 192 
33,064 
38, 281 
64,523 

1.669,827 


4,473,927 
2, 620, 769 


I 


Shipping — Increased  American  Tonnage. 

Dnrino-  1018  the  total  number  of  vessels  entered  and  cleared  at  the 
port  of  Bathurst  was  il2,  with  a  tonnage  of  282,066,  as  against  457 
vessels  of  398,524  tons  in  1917.  The  decrease  in  shipping  was  due  to 
the  reduced  groundnut  crop,  the  general  shortage  of  vessels,  and  the 
restrictions  placed  on  the  export  of  many  articles  from  Europe.  The 
British  tonnage  for  the  year  was  262,274  and  the  foreign  19,792, 
whereas  in  1917  the  figures  were  290,288  and  108,236,  respectively. 
Detailed  returns  show  that  the  tonnage  of  French  vessels  was  I'c- 
duced  in  1918  by  some  55,000,  Norwegian  by  over  24,000,  and  Danish 
by  about  10,000  tons.  The  tonnage  of  American  vessels  (sailing) 
increased  from  1,863  in  1917  to  4,650  in  1918. 

GOLD  COAST. 

The  over-sea  trade  of  the  Gold  Coast  colony,  British  West  Africa, 
suffered  in  1918  in  comparison  with  that  of  any  previour  "^ear  of  the 
A\^ar  or  with  the  years  immediately  prior  to  the  war.  There  was  no 
lack  of  cocoa  beans  (the  principal  export  product)  awaiting  shipment, 
but  the  tonnage  of  vessels  calling  was  about  five-sevenths  of  that  in 
1917,  and  the  available  tonnage  was  further  reduced  by  palm  oil  and 
kernels  (the  principal  export  products  of  Nigeria,  just  to  the  south) 
being  treated  as  preferential  cargo.  The  import  trade  suffered  on 
account  of  the  difficulty  in  obtaining  goods  in  Europe  and  America 
and  in  getting  ships  to  bring  them  to  the  colony  when  obtained. 
Analysis  of  Trade. 

The  value  of  the  sea-borne  trade  of  the  colony  (excluding  bullion, 
specie,  gold,  and  auriferous  bj^-products)   amounted  to  $26,994,909, 
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a  decrease  of  21  per  cent  as  compared  with  1917.  Add  to  this  the 
total  vahie  of  dutiable  imports  and  exports  across  the  inland  fron- 
tiers, and  we  get  $27,063,023  as  the  total  value  of  the  trade  of  the 
colony  during  the  year. 

The  value  of  all  goods  imported  into  the  colony  during  1918  (ex- 
cluding bullion  and  specie  and  the  value  of  free  goods  imported 
across  the  inland  frontiers)  amounted  to  $14,208,306,  as  against 
$15,664,136  for  1917,  and  $17,078,105  for  1913.  This  total  includes 
goods  imported  on  behalf  of  the  colonial  Government  to  the  value 
of  $885,301._ 

Commercial  imports  aione  show  a  decrease  in  value  of  more  than 
7  per  cent  as  compared  with  1917.  This,  however,  represents  only  a 
small  portion  of  the  actual  decline  in  the  import  trade.  Imports  of 
cotton  goods,  for  example,  while  showing  an  increase  of  16  per  cent 
in  value  as  compared  with  1917,  actually  decreased  15  per  cent  in 
quantity;  lumber  increased  in  value  110  per  cent  and  in  quantity 
only  32  per  cent;  imports  of  soap  were  valued  at  52  per  cent  more 
than  in  1917,  although  the  quantity  imported  was  slightly  less  than 
in  that  year ;  a  decline  of  43  per  cent  in  the  quantity  of  unmanufac- 
tured tobacco  was  accompanied  by  an  increase  of  26  per  cent  in  value. 
Other  increases  in  import  values  with  which  the  relative  quantities 
were  not  commensurate  were:  Machinery,  18  per  cent;  coopers'  stores, 
148  per  cent ;  and  spirits  other  than  wines,  gin,  and  rum,  66  per  cent. 

The  principal  decreases  were :  Coal,  58  per  cent,  due  mainly  to  pro- 
hibitive transportation  rates  of  coal  from  the  United  Kingdom  and 
America,  and  the  fact  that  local  firewood  was  turned  into  a  fairly 
satisfactory  substitute  on  the  railways;  rum,  44  per  cent;  motor  lor- 
ries, 45  per  cent ;  hardware,  37  per  cent ;  flour,  76  per  cent ;  provisions, 
36  per  cent;  perfumery,  60  per  cent;  sugar,  88  per  cent;  wearing  ap- 
parel, 25  per  cent;  rice,  33  per  cent;  beads,  60  per  cent;  furniture, 
56  per  cent;  guns  and  pistols,  57  per  cent;  and  earthenware,  55  per 
cent. 

Countries  of  Origin  of  Principal  Imports. 

The  following  table  shows  tlie  percentages  of  the  import  trade  sup- 
plied bv  each  of  the  principal  exporting  countries  for  the  years  1912, 
1913,  1917,  and  1918: 


Countries  of  origin. 

1912 

1913 

1917 

191S 

Per  cent. 
70 
11 
1 
7 
6 
1 
4 

Per  cent. 
70 
11 
1 
7 
5 
1 
5 

Per  cent. 
69 

Per  cent. 
73 

Germany 

France. ] 

2 
22 
3 
2 
2 

United  States.                   

21 

Netherlands 

2 

Nigeria. 

2 

2 

There  is  no  change  in  any  of  the  above  figures  that  can  not  be 
accounted  for  by  the  war.  The  United  Kingdom  lost  ground  to  a 
surprisingly  slight  extent;  considering  the  circumstances  she  actually 
improved  her  relative  position  in  the  colony's  markets.  Few  Ameri- 
can goods  can  have  been  classed  in  these  statistics  as  British  through 
having  come  tlirough  British  markets.  The  United  Kingdom  shows 
considerable  increases  in  ale  and  porter,  coopers'  stores,  cotton  goods 
(exclusive  of  yarn  and  twist),  machinery,  salt,  soap,  and  spirits 
(not  gin  or  rum),  but  considerable  decreases  in  wearing  apparel. 
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beads,  coal,  cordage,  cotton  yarn  and  twist,  earthenware,  furnitnre. 
guns  and  pistols,  hardware,  perfumery,  provisions,  rice,  motor  cars 
and  lorries,  and  unclassified  goods. 

The  United  States  shows  considerable  increases  in  ale  and  porter, 
building  materials,  gunpowder,  lumber,  provisions,  and  unclassified 
goods.  Considerable  decreases  occurred  in  flour,  hardware,  spirits 
(rum) ,  sugar,  and  motor  cars  and  lorries.  The  Netherlands  lost  ground 
in  cotton  goods  (excluding  yarn  and  twist)  and  cigars,  and  gained 
slightly  in  gin,  perfumery,  and  still  wines.  France  shows  decreases 
in  wearing  apparel,  beads,  building  materials,  coopers'  stores,  cotton 
goods,  hardware,  perfumery,  provisions,  salt,  wines,  and  unclassified 
goods.  There  was  a  considerable  increase  in  rum  from  the  West 
Indies,  and  in  unmanufactured  tobacco  from  Nigeria  and  Togoland, 
taken  from  surplus  stocks  in  these  colonies  to  make  up  shortage. 

Imports  by  Principal  Articles. 

The  quantities  and  values  of  the  principal  articles  imported  into 
the  Gold  Coast  colony  during  the  years  1913  and  1918  are  given  for 
comparison  in  the  following  table:    . 


Articles. 


1913 


Quantity. 


Value. 


191S 


Quantity.        Value 


A!c  and  porter gallons . 

Apparel 

Bcaas 


148;  553 


Beef  and  pork barrels. 

Brass  and  copper  ware 

Bread  and  biscuits hundredweight . 

Building  materials 

Carriages,  carts,  automobiles,  and  lorries 

Coal tons . 

Coopers'  stores 

Cordage hundredweight . 

Cotton  goods: 

Yarns  and  twists pounds. 

All  other do. . . 

Earthenware 

Flour barrels . 

Furniture 

Guns  and  pistols number. 

Gunpowder poimds. 

Hardware 

Lumber superficial  feet . 

Machinery 

Oil  (kerosene) gallons. 

Perfumery 

Provisions 

Railway  plant  and  stock 

Rice hundredweight . 

Salt do. . . 

Silk  goods 

Soap 

Spirits: 

Gin  and  geneva gallons . 

Rum do . . . 

All  other do . . . 

Sugar himdredweight. 

Tobacco: 

Cigars number. 

Cigarettes do. . . 

Other pounds . 

Unmanufactured do. . . 

Wines: 

Sparkling gallons. 

Still do... 

Woolen  goods,  including  yarns  and  twists 

All  other 


4,816 

'ss'ois' 


51, 666 
"'9,'3i6' 
419, 423 


53, 824 


10, 121 
383, 221 


6,304,397 
'i,"is9,'659 


159, 636 
92,718 


.tons. 


2,757 

558, 868 

1,153,456 

50, 854 

58,987 

h  170, 810 


$106, 986 
445, 415 
230, 518 
67, 589 
94, 220 
225, 668 
466, 043 
258, 006 
110,971 
So,  498 
165, 838 

103, 741 

3,425,962 

72, 236 

387,  i:32 

232, 746 

43, 644 

38,326 

588,976 

266, 728 

927,060 

185, 575 

210, 878 

1, 165, 771 

149, 823 

541, 149 

60, 657 

108, 144 

244. 252 

410, 445 
4.S6, 952 
144, 695 
285, 427 

b  239, 037 


58, 579 


a  171, 705 

" 278 


10,663 

"i'sif 


128, 515 

3,571,871 


4,551 


1,745 
121,892 


2, 544, 614 
"  893,"  606 


22, 764 
132, 666 


1,369,119 
70,911 


219, 022 
104, 525 


1,950 

71,441 

335, 154 

32,369 

],6S3 

271,624 

43,68.3,1.50 

1,512 

461,388 

1,039 
12,080 


103,031 
4,014,519 


Total. 


17,078,105 


?105, 471 
355, 875 
5.3, 127 
23, 177 
16, 267 
3,961 
367, 529 
331,443 
269, 246 
127,995 
256, 584 

96, 152 

3, 188, 695 

50, 130 

65,925 

80,853 

50,902 

41,011 

378,901 

291,284 

577,088 

.360,318 

119,986 

3.50, 537 

73, 535 

238,911 

261,985 

30,933 

•531,. 570 

208, 741 
400, 413 
202, 542 
22, 773 

16,389 

244, 847 

4, 96.3 

197,670 

12, 520 
40, 719 

26, 685 
1,230,647 

14, 208,  .308 


a  Pounds. 


b  Includes  all  mcnufaclured  tobacco. 
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Increased  Exports  of  Palm  Products,  Lumber,  and  Kola  Nuts. 

The  total  value  of  all  exports  from  the  colony  during-  the  year  (ex- 
cluding- gold,  auriferous  by-products,  and  specie)  amounted  to  $12,- 
855,617  as  against  $18,440,286  in  1917;  and  the  A'alue  of  commercial 
exports  amounted  to  $12,848,512  as  against  $18,433,717  in  1917,  a  de- 
crease in  each  instance  of  30  per  cent. 

Exports  of  palm  kernels  increased  104  per  cent  in  value  and  87 
per  cent  in  quantity.  This  was  due  partly  to  the  slump  in  the  cocoa 
market  Avhich  turned  the  natives  more  to  the  palm  industries,  partly 
to  the  increased  prices  obtainable,  and  partly  to  the  fact  that 
throughout  the  year  palm  products  were  classed  as  preferred  cargo. 
Practically  all  of  this  export  went  to  the  United  Kingdom,  Palm- 
kernel  exports  reached  the  highest  figure  since  1913 ;  but  it  is  feared 
that  after  the  revival  of  the  cocoa  market  palm  products  will  be 
neglected  again. 

Palm-oil  exports  increased  in  Aalue  238  per  cent,  and  in  quantity 
237  per  cent.  The  remarks  about  palm  kernels  apph'  to  palm  oil 
also,  except  that  in  the  case  of  the  latter  there  was  no  increase  in 
price.  • 

The  increase  of  99  per  cent  in  Aalue  and  of  96  per  cent  in  quan- 
tity of  lumber  exports  marked  a  partial  revival  of  a  trade  which 
since  the  outbreak  of  war  had  suffered  enormously.  The  revival 
was  due  partly  to  the  greater  number  of  schooners  of  all  nationali- 
ties available  "to  carry  timber  to  the  United  States,  which  furnished 
practically  the  only  market  during  the  year,  and  partly  to  a  greater 
demand  for  the  product  in  the  United  States  for  making  aeroplane 
propellers. 

Exports  of  kola  nuts  increased  in  value  10  per  cent;  and  in  quan- 
tity 11  per  cent,  due  to  the  regularity  with  Avhich  the  coasting 
steamer  service  was  maintained  with  Nigeria,  the  principal  market. 

The  Cocoa  Market — Other  Export  Items  Show  Decline. 

The  principal  decreases  in  exports  occurred  in  cocoa,  rubber,  and 
copra.  Cocoa  decreased  43  per  cent  in  value  and  24,621  tons,  or  27 
per  cent  in  quantity.  The  Avhole  of  this  decrease  is  accounted  for  by 
the  difficulty  in  obtaining  shipping  space.  The  shipping  control 
board  of  the  United  Kingdom  allocated  a  certain  amount  of  tonnage 
for  Gold  Coast  cocoa  during  the  year,  but  this  was  sufficient  to  take 
only  a  small  fraction  of  the  product.  France  sent  practically  no 
steamers,  so  that  its  purchases  in  the  cocoa  market  dAvindled  to  about 
one-tenth  of  what  they  were  in  1917.  The  result  was  that  the 
greater  part  of  the  1917-18  crop  remained  on  hand  during  the 
greater  part  of  the  year.  Local  merchants,  seeing  no  prospect  of 
obtaining  shipping  facilities,  refused  to  buy  except  at  very  low 
prices.  These  low  prices  in  turn  brought  a  large  number  of  specu- 
lative buyers  into  the  market,  Avitli  the  result  that  there  was  a  con- 
tinual clamor  for  the  aid  of  the  local  government  in  obtaining  ship- 
ping space,  all  the  louder  when  the  Aveaker  speculators  found  they 
Avere  unable  to  hold  their  stocks. 

The  situation  Avas  eased  someAvhat  about  the  middle  of  the  year 
when  it  became  possible  to  charter  schooners  to  take  cocoa  to 
America.  INIany  of  these  came,  but  they  were  chartered  principally 
by  speculators  Avho  had  little  real  knowledge  of  the  product,  with 
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the  result  that  the  cocoa  Avas  stowed  in  them  poorly  and  often 
reached  the  United  States  in  an  unmarketable  condition.  During- 
November  and  December  many  of  the  accunndated  stocks  were 
shipped,  with  enormous  proiits  to  those  who  were  lucky  enough  to 
hold  them ;  but  probably  not  less  than  80,000  tons  of  cocoa  remained 
on  hand  at  the  end  of  1918.  The  liberal  supply  of  shipping  that  has 
continued  into  1919  gives  ample  room  for  the  belief  that  the  colony's 
staple  industry  is  at  tho  beginning  of  another  era  of  great  prosperity. 

Itubber  exports  decreased  in  value  48  per  cent  and  in  quantity 
I557O5IO7  pounds,  or  53  per  cent.  This  was  due  to  the  prohibition 
of  the  importation  of  rubber  into  the  United  Kingdom  during  the 
greater  part  of  the  year  in  order  to  conserve  shipping  space.  America 
took  a  considerably  increased  quantity  as  compared  with  1917,  but 
this  fell  far  short  of  compensation  for  the  loss  in  the  markets  of  the 
United  Kingdom. 

Copra  exports  decreased  8G  per  cent  in  value  and  G37  tons  in  quan- 
tity, due  principally  to  the  difficulty  of  getting  ships  to  call  at  Quit- 
tah,  the  principal  port  for  the  shipment  of  the  product. 

Destination  of  Exports. 

The  following  table  shows,  by  percentages,  the  relative  shares  of 
the  principal  consuming  countries  in  the  export  trade  of  the  Gold 
Coast  for  the  years  1913,  1917,  and  1918 : 


Countries  of  destinaticn. 

1913 

1917 

191S 

United  Kingdom 

Per  cent. 
68 
17 
9 
2 
3 
1 

Per  cent. 
Co 

Per  rent. 
47 

Germany ^ 

France 

12 

18 

4 

1 

:i 

United  States 

37 

Nigeria.     .                  

10 

3 

The  United  Kingdom  took  increased  quantities  of  kola  nuts,  palm  oil, 
and  palm  kernels,  but  took  much  less  cocoa,  copra,  rubber,  and  timber 
than  in  1917.  The  United  States,  although  actually  taking  the  col- 
ony's export  to  a  smaller  total  value  than  in  1917,  improved  its  relative 
position  in  the  trade.  A  considerably  larger  proportion  of  the  tim- 
ber and  rubber  Avent  to  the  United  States  than  in  1917,  and  also 
greater  quantities,  though  smaller  A^alues,  of  cocoa.  This  Avas  all 
clue,  of  course,  to  direct  sailings  both  by  steamers  and  sailing  vessels, 
Avhich,  on  account  of  their  routes,  Avere  comparatively  free  from  sul)- 
marine  dangers  and,  as  regards  sailing  vessels  at  least,  were  practi- 
cally immune  from  requisition  or  Government  control.  France  again 
shows  an  actual  and  relative  decrease  in  its  purchases  of  this  colony's 
exports. 

Declared  exports  from  the  Gold  Coast  colony  to  the  United  States 
in  1918  comprised  432  tons  of  cocoa  beans,  valued  at  $97,3G0,  as  com- 
pared Avith  2,855  tons  of  cocoa  beans,  valued  at  $637,202.  in  1917. 
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Export  Trade  by  Principal  Articles. 

T\w  (jiiantities  and  values  of  the  principal  articles  entering  into  the 
export  trade  of  tlie  colony  for  the  years  1913  and  1918  are  given  in 
the  following  table  for  purposes  of  comparison: 


Articles. 


Cocoa loug  tons . 

Copra do... 

Cot  toi) ,  raw pounds . 

Gold  and  Kold  dust ounces. 

Guinea  strains pounds. 

Gum  capal do . . . 

Ivory do  _ . 

Kola  n'.its long  tons. 

Lumber,  logs superficial  feet. 

Palm  kernels lonf;  tons . 

Palm  oil gallons . 

Rubber pounds. 

All  otlior 


Total . 


Quantity.       Value 


50, 

27, 
422, 
■lli 
38, 
4] 

3; 

37,391, 

9i 

860, 

1,317, 


.«12, 


110,046 

59, 801 

3,347 

056,975 

3,435 

2,700 

8,378 

7a3,990 

781,047 

774, 158 

319,397 

427,706 

142,033 


24,393,013 


1918 


Quantity. 


06,343 
99 
20, 640 
(°) 

32, 799 

1,963 

1,788 

5,917 

14,680,823 

8,9,33 

070, 867 

1,391,097 


Value. 


$8,744,129 

13,489 

1,027 

(a) 

6,846 

185 

3,893 

1,275,-593 

669, 800 

744,114 

407,231 

277,391 

711,919 


12,855,617 


a  The  statistics  showing  the  value  of  gold,  gold  dust,  and  auriferous  by-products  exported  in  1918  are 
not  available. 

From  the  foregoing  it  is  seen  that  the  colony  touched  the  lowest 
point  of  its  trade  depression  during  the  year  under  review,  and  was 
already  mounting  rapidly  to  new  prosperity  when  the  year  closed. 
Not  only  was  it  impossible  to  ship  half  the  cocoa  stocks,  but  those 
that  were  shipped  were  purchased  at  very  low  rates  from  the  sell- 
ers. Lnport  stocks,  too,  could  be  replenished  only  with  difficulty 
and  at  very  high  prices.  Add  to  this  the  fact  that  specie  for  the 
needs  of  the  markets  was  difficult  to  obtain  during  the  greater  part 
of  the  year,  and  the  picture  of  a  sorely  tried  community  is  com- 
plete. It  must  be  remarked,  however,  that  while  these  conditions 
must  have  diminished  the  purchasing  power  of  the  community, 
there  always  remained  a  very  keen  demand  for  such  imported 
goods  as  were  available,  showing  that  the  reserves  of  wealth  accu- 
mulated from  previous  seasons  of  prosperity  are  still  in  the  colony 
and  available  to  tide  over  a  season  of  stress. 


NIGERIA. 

The  total  value  of  the  foreign  or  o\'er-sea  trade  of  Nigeria  in  1918, 
excludina-  specie,  was  $82,406,338  as  against  $65,-347,446  in  1913  and 
$17,625,270  in  1900.  Thus  the  trade  of  1918,  though  hampered  by 
the  war,  was  nearly  five  times  as  great  as  that  for  1900,  and  $17,058,- 
887  more  than  that  of  the  last  full  year  before  the  war. 

As  the  country  is  opened  up  and  the  means  of  transport  improve, 
the  raw  material,  much  of  which  is  yet  inaccessible,  will  be  ex- 
ported in  larger  quantities,  the  Avealth  and  standard  of  living  of 
the  ]3eo])le  will  improve,  and  a  larger  quantitj^  of  imports  will  be 
required  to  meet  the  increased  demands.  The  setback  to  trade  oc- 
casioned by  war  conditions  has  been  only  temporary.  That  such 
a  setback  should  have  occurred  in  Nigeria  was  natural,  inasmuch 
as  14  per  cent  of  the  commercial  import  trade  and  44  per  cent  of 
the  export  trade  in  natiA'e  produce  in  1913  was  with  Germany, 
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Nigeria  also  suffered  alono-  with  all  West  Africa  on  account  of  the 

great  shortage  of  shipping. 

Trade  Statistics — Imports  by  Principal  Articles. 

The  total  value  of  imports  for  1918  was  $30,121,092,  a-  agauist 
$28,264,009  for  1917  and  $30,810,301  for  1913.  The  total  value  of 
the  exports  for  1918  amounted  to  $40,285,2-16,  as  against  $11,859,697 
for  1917  and  $31,537,405  for  1913.  These  figures  do  not  include  the 
movements  of  specie. 

The  imports  of  specie  in  1918  aniounted  to  $4,350,238  (£1  equals 
S4.800),  as  against  $8,389,080  in  1917;  and  the  exports  amounted  to 
$257,353  in  1918  and  to  $010,119  in  1917.  There  is  estimated  to  be 
nearly  $25,000,000  w^ortli  of  coin  in  circulation  in  Nigeria.  The  coins 
current  are :  British  gold,  silver,  and  bronze,  West  African  silver 
coins,  and  Nigerian  nickel-bronze  coins. 

The  quantities  and  values  of  the  principal  articles  imported  into 
Nigeria  during  1918,  with  corresponding  figures  for  1913,  are  given 
in  the  followino-  table: 


Articles. 


Apparel 

Bags  and  sacks dozen. 

Beads pounds. 

Bread  and  biscuits tons. 

Chemicals  and  drugs 

Coal. 


Coopers'  stores 

Cotton  piece  goods yards. . 

Cutlery,  hardware,  Inplemcnts,  etc 

Fish tons . . 

Plour  and  grain do 

Furniture 

Glass  and  earthenware 

Iron  and  steel  manufactures tons.. 

Kerosene  and  other  lamp  oils imperial  gallons.. 

Lumber superficial  feet . . 

Macliinery 

Motor  cars,  cycles,  etc 

Railway  carriages  and  trucks 

Salt tons . . 

Silk  fabrics pounds. . 

Soap tons . . 

Spirits  at  100" imperial  gallons.. 

Sugar tons. . 

Tobacco: 

Leaf do 

Manufactured pounds . . 

Cigars  and  cigarettes number. . 

Umbrellas do 

Yams 

Woolen  fabrics pounds. . 

Other,  except  specie 

Total 

Government  stores 

Specie 


1913 


Quantity. 


340, 153 

1,189,  S24 

3,103 


98,286,668 


4,997 
2,708 


28, 161 
3, 955, 228 
5,977,855 


36,537 

561, S14 

4,741 

1.880,000 

1,930 

2,774 

11,965 

110,136,400 

222,901 


323,378 


Grand  total . 


Value. 


$429, 229 
458, 322 
304, 016 
255, 276 
277,540 
486, 247 
842, 890 

8,403,460 
718, 722 
656, 760 
130,912 
125, 833 
138,414 

1,730,563 
453, 744 
292, 554 
476,965 
206,150 
371,769 
305, 201 
398, 974 
325,279 

2,220,286 
156,055 

897,456 

7,653 

218, 510 

84, 184 

334,367 

141,615 

5,895,029 


27,743,981 
3,066,320 
4,233,751 


35, 044, 052 


1918 


Quantity.         Value 


S243,488 

213,059 

33 


82, 197, 299 

88 

565 


3,496 
1,615,916 

877,588 


34, 763 

101,237 

2,867 

106,000 

107 

1,591 

16, 842 

111,208,400 

107,724 


74,083 


$531, 168 

1,216,612 

93,014 

14,272 

373,777 

205, 676 

4, 985, 810 

13, 616, 108 

823,877 

17,921 

120,424 

151,289 

272,749 

678, 539 

455,930 

110,395 

334,460 

295, 176 

17, 586 

1, 516, 985 

185, 292 

269,354 

796,155 

28, 778 

948,763 

18, 880 

479,350 

94,741 

1,879,926 

104, 614 

4,117,155 


34, 784, 776 
1,330,316 
4,356,238 


40,477,330 


Since  the  beginning  of  the  war  increasing  quantities  of  provisions 
have  been  imported  from  the  United  States. 
Kinds  and  Specifications  of  Goods  in  Demand. 

Dane  and  flintlock  guns,  gun  flints,  black  powder  in  bags  in  kegs 
of  2,  4,  8,  and  10  pounds,  and  bags  of  lead  shot  in  kegs  form  an  im- 
portant section  of  trade.     Gunny  bags  are  used  for  exporting  pro- 
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diice;  1918  exports  of  cocoa,  groundnuts  and  palm  kernels,  it  is  esti- 
mated, required  nuire  than  3,000,000  bags.  Tlie  natives  are  expert 
canoe  makers.  Ijut  lighters,  gigs,  and  surf  boats  are  imported  for 
use  of  the  CJovernment,  of  European  firms,  and  of  shipping  com- 
j)anies.  Oakum,  zinc  sheets,  and  other  materials  for  repairing  ca- 
noes and  boats  are  imported. 

Brushes  for  household  use  are  in  demand,  such  as  scrubbing 
brushes,  and  hard  and  soft  brooms;  also  paint  brushes,  whitewash 
brushes  for  coopers'  use,  and  stencil  brushes  for  marking  bags,  etc., 
are  in  large  demand.  Brushes  should  be  bound  with  copper  wire 
to  strengthen  them.  -Also,  farcy  goods  of  all  descriptions  sell  here, 
but  this  is  a  precarious  trade,  as  goods  deteriorate  rapidly. 

Paints,  paint  oils,  turpentine,  etc.,  are  imported  in  quantities;  also 
kerosene  in  cases,  petroleum  and  motor  spirit.  Soap  is  in  great  de- 
mand. The  common  yellow  bar  soap  is  most  popular;  there  is 
some  demand  for  the  carbolic  brand  and  also  for  toilet  soa^js. 

Construction  Materials — Drugs  and  Medicines. 

Coal  tar  and  Stockholm  tar  are  in  great  demand. 

The  following  classes  of  builders'  materials  and  supplies  are  in 
request  by  native  traders :  White  pine  and  pitch-pine  planks,  -}  inch 
to  3  inches  by  9  inches  by  20  feet;  deals,  12  to  20  feet;  scantlings,  12 
to  20  feet;  galvanized  iron,  24-gauge  to  32 -gauge,  G  to  8  feet  in 
length.  The  lov\'er  grades  of  iron  sheeting  are  in  greater  demand  on 
account  of  their  lightness ;  gutters  and  ridging,  galvanized  nails  and 
washers,  sheet  glass,  nails,  screws  of  both  wire  and  brass,  cement, 
and  lime  are  also  in  demand. 

A  big  trade  is  done  in  all  trading  districts  with  drugs  and  patent 
medicines,  such  as  iodide  of  potassium,  iodoform,  lotions,  cough 
mixtures,  and  patent  pills  of  all  kinds.  Vaseline  and  castor,  euca- 
lyptus and  sandalwood  oils  have  a  large  sale.  The  disinfectants 
in  use  are  izal,  lysol,  Condy's,  Je3es',  Telos  fluids,  Scrubb's  am- 
monia, and  carbolicene. 

China  and  Glassware — Coopers'  Stores — Enamel  Ware. 

Except  for  the  requirements  of  Europeans,  china  articles  are  not 
in  much  demand.  EarthenAvare  is  imported  in  the  form  of  soup 
plates,  rice  dishes,  basins,  jugs,  mugs,  bowls,  etc.,  for  native  trade, 
but  earthenware  had  before  the  war  been  superseded  to  a  great 
extent  by  ena.mel  ware.  These  goods  should  be  packed  in  palm-oil 
casks  so  that  the  container  can  be  used.  Tumblers  of  all  sizes,  and 
jugs  and  mirrors  were  all  formerly  imported  from  the  Continent. 
Glasses  obtained  from  the  I'''nited  Kingdom,  altliough  of  a  better 
finish,  have  hitherto  been  too  expensive  for  the  Nigerian  trade. 

Large  quantities  of  pottery  are  made  throughout  the  country. 
At  Abo,  an  important  market  in  the  Ibo  country,  four  bowls  of 
burnt  clay,  the  facsimile  of  earthenware  bowls  imported  by  one  of 
the  large  firms,  were  purchased  for  a  manilla  (native  coin,  worth 
about  3  cents). 

Imports  of  coopers'  stores  include  tenters'  hooks,  coopers'  tacks, 
and  rivets,  all  in  kegs  of  1  hundredweight;  and  casks  with  heads  38 
and  40  inches,  shipped  in  shooks  for  nine  casks,  with  the  heads  for 
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nine  ctisks  in  one  made-up  cask.     The  1018  exports  of  palm  oil  le- 
qiiired  about  129,000  casks. 

Dishes,  pie  pans,  phites,  mugs,  frying  puns,  saucepans,  basins. 
bowLs,  and  rice  dishes  of  enamel  ware  meet  with  ;i  great  demand: 
but,  like  glassware,  all  were  imported  froui  the  Continent,  the  prod- 
uct suiting  the  purpose  for  which  it  is  required  and  being  much 
cheaper  than  similar  imports  from  the  United  Kingdom. 

Market  for  Furniture,  Hardware,  Jewelry,  etc. 

For  furniture,  as  one  knows  it  in  America,  there  is  not  much  de- 
mand. Special  orders  are  made  when  a  customer  wishes  such  goods. 
There  is  a  ready  sale  for  cheap  folding  chairs,  camp  stools,  cane- 
bottom  chairs,  and  ctimp  equipment  of  all  kinds.  Camp  beds  and 
iron  beds,  straw  hats,  household  linen,  cushions,  tabk'  covers,  etc.,  in 
medium  quantities  are  also  in  demand. 

The  goods  imported  under  the  classification  of  hanhvare  and  cut- 
lery mainly  consist  of  axes,  hatchets,  mattocks,  hoes,  and  other  agri- 
cultural implements;  iron  pots  o"f  one-half  gallon  to  50  gallons; 
saucepans,  kettles,  griddles,  nails,  door  locks,  hasps  and  staples, 
padlocks,  galvanized  buckets,  tin  trunks  and  uniform  cases,  laiives. 
forks,  spoons,  lamps,  lanterns,  sadirons,  iron  bolts  and  bars,  and 
carpenters'  tools  of  all  descriptions.  Iron  liars  are  of  two  kinds,  fiat 
and  round  for  building  purposes,  and  ctf  soft  iron  (generally  from 
Sweden)  for  use  by  native  blacksmiths.  Files  used  to  be  an  important 
import ;  the  broad^  end  was  flattened  put,  the  pointed  end  driven  into 
a  wooden  club,  and  the  resultant  weapon  then  used  as  a  chopper. 
It  has  been  suggested  that  the  tools  should  generally  be  imitations 
of  native  implements  and  of  fair  qualit}- .    Cheapness  is  also  essential. 

The  quality  of  the  jewelry  and  watches  imported  into  Nigeria  is 
inferior.  Rings,  necklaces,  bracelets,  and  watches  from  $1  to  $o 
each  meet  wdth  a  fair  demand.  Scientific  instruments  are  not  im- 
ported by  trading  firms.  Cheap  jewelry  was  formerly  an  important 
line  in  the  trade  of  the  Central  Powers  with  Nigeria. 

Sale  lor  boots  and  shoes  is  limited  chiefly  to  native  clerks  and 
Europeans.  Machinerj-  and  engines  are  little  used.  In  parts  of 
Nigeria,  particularly  in  the  eastern  Provinces,  some  of  the  firms  im- 
Jxort  a  "  palm-kernel  nut-cracking  machine.''  Corn-grinding  mills 
are  also  in  demand.  Machinery  is  required  for  palm  produce  and 
cocoa,  and  for  decorticating  groundnuts. 

Trade  in  Provisions,  Beverages,  and  Tobacco. 

Provisions  for  consumption  by  Europeans  consist  chiefly  of  tinned 
meats  and  fish  of  all  kinds,  tinned  soups,  butter,  lard,  cheese,  flour, 
tea,  coffee,  sugar,  milk,  fruits,  vegetables,  biscuits,  rice,  fish,  sausages, 
hams,  and  bacon.  "  Trade  provisions,''  so  called  because  they  are 
specially  intended  for  the  native  trade,  include  the  following  prin. 
cipal  items :  Rice  in  bags  weighing  7,  11,  20,  28=  10,  and  56  and  224 
pounds:  bread  (cabin  biscuits)  in  barrels,  casks,  and  cases;  beef  and 
pork  in  barrels  of  about  200  pounds  weight ;  stock  fish  in  bales ;  cube 
sugar  in  packets  of  12  to  14  ounces,  also  tablet  sugar  in  -i-kilo  boxes; 
salmon  and  herrings  in  tins  of  one-half  or  one  pound  each,  in  cases 
of  1  to  8  dozen  tins';  salt  in  bags  of  10, 15,  and  90  pounds ;  corned  beef 
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in  1  and  2  pound  tins,  shipped  in  cases  of  2  to  4  dozen;  flour- in 
barrels  of  iOG  ])ounds;  sardines  (or  some  similar  fish)  in  oil.  Pro- 
A'isions  of  the  kind  supplied  by  Canada  and  the  United  States  to  the 
West  India  trade  would  probidjl^^  meet  with  a  ready  demand. 

The  business  done  in  wines  and  liquors  is  moderate,  and  almost 
solely  with  Europeans.  Ordinary  brands  of  port,  sherry,  claret, 
champagne,  liqueurs,  etc.,  are  kept  in  stock.  Kola  wine,  ginger  wine, 
etc.,  sre  imported  for  the  native  trade. 

Spirits  are  dealt  with  under  two  heads,  European  spirits  and 
'•  trade ''  spirits.  The  former  consists  of  all  the  well-known  brands 
of  whisk}^,  gin,  vermuth,  and  brandy;  the  latter  comprises  cheap 
whisky,  gin,  and  rum.  The  chief  items,  however,  are  what  is 
known  as  trade  gin  and  trade  rum,  the  former  in  cases  of  12  bottles 
each,  and  the  latter  in  demijohns  of  |  to  1-}  imperial  gallons.  Beer 
and  stout  are  imported  for  both  European  and  native  consumption. 

The  well-known  brands  of  ginger  ale,  soda  water,  etc.,  are  im- 
ported for  European  use.  Large  imports  from  the  Continent  of  an 
inferior  lemonade,  ginger  ale,  and  kola  champagne  meet  with  good 
sales  among  the  natives,  for  both  cash  and  produce. 

For  native  trade,  leaf  tobacco  is  imported  in  hogsheads  and  also 
in  cases  of  100  to  300  pounds  each,  and  the  sale  of  cigarettes  specially- 
prepared  for  this  market  has  greatly  increased.  A  large  business  is 
done  in  air-tight  tins  containing  50  cigarettes  each.  Smoking  mix- 
tures of  all  kinds  are  imported  for  European  trade. 

Stationery  and  Sporting  Goods — Large  Textile  Trade. 

Except  for  private  note  paper,  Avriting  pads,  and  envelopes,  there 
is  little  demand  for  stationery.  There  is  some  trade  in  foolscap  for 
native  use,  packed  in  ream  and  half-ream  packets. 

Cricket,  football,  golf,  and  tennis  materials  are  in  demand.  The 
gramophone  is  a  most  popular  instrument  and  a  fair  stock  of  these 
is  always  kept  by  the  different  firms.  Cameras  are  not  in  much 
demand. 

Among  the  chief  imports  into  Nigeria  are  cotton  goods,  gray  bafts, 
croydons,  shirting  domestics,  mulls,  dhooties,  twills,  brocades,  sateens, 
white  and  khaki  drills  (in  G  and  12  yard  pieces),  blankets,  mosquito 
netting,  tussahs,  shantungs,  muslins,  damasks,  flannel,  flannelette, 
handkerchief  cloths  for  native  wear,  shirts,  and  hosiery  and  clothing 
of  all  descriptions;  suitings  and  silk  handkerchiefs  for  headwear 
(36  by  36  inches)  and  for  ]30cket  use  are  usually  stocked.  There  is 
also  some  demand  for  plush,  cotton  velvet  (in  6  to  10  yard  pieces) 
and  silk  (black,  white,  and  colored  and  printed). 

There  is  a  good  deal  of  cotton  weaving  carried  on  throughout  the 
country.  The  cloth  made  is  durable,  and  sells  at  prices  which  com- 
pete with  Manchester  manufactures.  A  large  business  is  done  in 
black,  white,  and  colored  j^arns;  also  in  wool. 

Black  and  Avhite  thread  on  reels  and  in  packets,  crochet  cotton,  and 
cotton  balls  find  a  very  large  demand.  There  are  also  large  imports 
of  fish  cord,  net  cord,  and  twine  for  bagging  purposes. 

Bicycles  and  Motor  Cars — Other  Goods  Imported, 

A  large  business  is  done  in  bicycles.  There  is  also  a  good  demand 
in  Lagos  for  rickshaws,  motor  cars,  and  motor  cycles.    In  1918,  161 
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motor  cars,  118  motor  cycles,  :2,02G  bicycles,  and  775  rickbluiws  and 
gocarts  ^Yel•c  licensed  in  Lagos  ToAYnsliip.  A  feAv  of  the  firms  act  as 
agents  for  American  makes. 

Other  goods  which  have  a  ready  sale  arc:  Chests  of  clay  pipes, 
cheap  briar  pipes,  cheap  safes,  trucks,  weighing  machines,  flagstones, 
galvanized  anchors  and  chains,  tariDanlins,  umbrellas,  walking  sticks, 
hats  and  caps  (fez,  smoking,  and  golf),  pomades  and  perfumes, 
beads,  sewing  machines,  snuff  boxes,  needles,  animal  traps,  hurricane 
lantern-^,  lead  bars  for  weighting  fishing  nets,  matches,  candles,  fish 
hooks,  washing  blue,  galena  in  kegs,  and  dyes  in  crystals  and  tins. 
These  lines  are  always  stocked  by  the  larger  firms. 

Chief  Export  Products. 

The  most  imj)ortant  exports  are  palm  oil  and  palm  kernels,  which 
in  1918  were  valued  at  ^28.802,002,  or  over  63  per  cent  of  the  total 
value  of  all  produce  exported  during  the  jenv.  Palm  oil  is  extracted 
by  the  natives  from  the  fruit  of  the  oil  palm,  ''  hard  oil "  being  ob- 
tained from  fermented  fruit- and  *•  soft  oil"  without  fermentation. 
The  latter  is  the  more  valuable,  that  shipped  from  Lagos  being  of  a 
particularly  high  quality.  The  oil  is  obtained  from  the  pericarp  or 
fleshy  exterior  of  the  fruit,  and  the  nuts  are  then  dried  and  cracked 
and  the  kernels  extracted.  Both  oil  and  kernels  are  then  sold,  geii- 
erally  through  a  middleman,  to  the  European  merchant  for  export. 
The  palm  kernels  are  crushed  by  machinery  in  Europe  or  America, 
and  the  oil  extracted  is  more  valuable  than  palm  oil.  The  cake  or 
meal  produced  from  the  kernels  after  the  extraction  of  the  oil  is  use- 
ful as  food  for  cattle  and  other  animals. 

The  importance  of  the  raw  products  of  the  oil  palm  from  which 
are  obtained  edible  oils  and  fats,  cake,  and  meal,  margarine,  soap, 
and  glycerine  was  brought  home  to  the  British  public  during  the 
war,  and  a  committee  appointed  by  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Colonies  reconmiended  the  imposition  during  the  Avar  and  for  five 
years  after  its  termination  of  an  export  duty  on  palm  kernels  ex- 
ported from  British  "West  Africa  to  any  place  outside  the  British 
Empire.  An  ordinance  was  accordingly  enacted  imposing  a  duty  of 
$8.77  a  ton  on  all  palm  kernels  exported  from  Nigeria  to  foreign 
countries. 

Oil,  margarine,  candles,  and  cattle  feed  are  also  obtained  from  the 
benne  seed  (sesame),  peanuts  and  shea  butter  exported  from  ISTigeria. 
The  bulk  of  the  peanuts  exported  from  Nigeria  are  decorticated. 

The  chief  center  of  the  trade  in  hides  and  skins  is  Kano.  The 
hides  are  of  light  weight,  regular  selections  seldom  exceeding  14 
pounds  average.  Nigerian  goatskins  produce  kid  of  excellent  grain, 
and  the  average  size  is  said  to  be  good.  A  considerable  trade  is  done 
in  tanned  skins,  selection  running,  as  a  rule,  80  per  cent  goat  and  20 
per  cent  sheep.  The  outstanding  defect  of  Nigerian  hides  and  skins  is 
bad  flaying. 
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Exports  'by  Principal  Articles. 

The  following  table  shows  the  quantities  and  values  of  the  prin- 
cipal items  of  exxDort  from  Nigeria  for  the  years  1913  and  1918 : 


Articles. 


Quantity. 


Value. 


Quantity.       Value 


Cocoa  beans lonso. 

Cotton: 

Piece  goods number. 

Lint tons. 

Seed do . . . 

Groundnuts do. . . 

Mahogany  logs number. 

Maize  (com) tons. 

Palm  products: 

Kernels do. . . 

Cake do... 

Kernel  oil do... 

Palm  oil do. . . 

Rubber do. . . 

Shea  biUter do. . . 

Shea  nuts do. . . 

Hides  and  skins: 

Tanned number. 

Untanued do. . . 

Tin  ore tons. 

Specie 

Another 


3,C?1 

87, 114 
2,839 
5,892 
19, 288 
19, 152 
11,841 

174, 719 
5,412 
3,857 
83, 089 
511 
111 
9, 420 

654, 643 

473, 330 

4,142 


$706, 140 

48, 373 
774, 498 

69.842 
849, 993 
512;  970 
190, 303 

15, 129, 265 
153, 170 
020, 740 
9,021,578 
437, 826 
19, 679 
342,618 

149, 842 

809, 599 

2, 763, 125 

1,239,261 

1, 862, 844 


10,219 

9,  851 

661 

405 

57, 554 

9,016 
405 

205, 167 
50 


81,147,743 

14,141 
473, 944 

74, 995 

4, 477, 387 

333, 224 

27,985 

15, 732, 167 
550 


8tj,  425 

157 

124 

2 

388, 055 

3, 662, 541 

8,294 


13, 159, 834 

95, 700 

23, 663 

102 

152,633 

1, 273, 228 

8, 612, 835 

257, 353 

685, 115 


Total. 


35, 776, 666 


46, 542, 599 


a  Ton  equals  2,240  poimds. 

Government  Inspection  of  Exports. 

In  order  to  prevent  as  far  as  possible  the  exportation  of  produce 
which,  by  reason  of  its  being  adulterated  or  insufficiently  or  im- 
properly prepared  for  export,  would  damage  the  reputation  of 
Nigerian  produce  in  the  markets  of  the  United  Kingdom  and  other 
countries,  inspection  of  all  palm  produce,  hides,  and  haired  skins, 
and  cocoa  before  export  is  prescribed  by  law.  This  inspection  is 
carried  out  by  the  Government,  a  charge  being  made  to  cover  the 
expense  incurred,  amounting  to  Gd.  per  ton  on  palm  oil  and  palm 
kernels,  Id.  per  hundredweight  on  cocoa  and  12d.  per  hundredweight 
on  hides  and  skins.  No  fee  is  charged  on  palm  kernels  cracked  by 
machinery. 
Relative  Position  of  Various  Countries  in  Nigerian  Trade. 

The  percentages  of  imports  received  from  various  countries  of 
origin  and  of  exports  purchased  by  various  countries  of  destination 
in  the  foreign  trade  of  Nigeria  for  the  years  1913,  1917,  and  1918, 
are  shown  in  the  f ollowine:  table : 


Countries  of  origin  or  destination. 

Import  trade. 

Export  trade. 

1913 

1917 

1918 

1913 

1917 

1918 

United  K  ingdom 

Per 

cent. 
70.70 
14.00 
4.79 
a.  40 
7.65 
2.46 

Per 
cent. 

83.28 

Per 

cent. 
83.80 

Per 

cent. 

52.20 

44.00 

"'i.'si' 

1.20 
1.23 

Per 

cent. 
82.63 

Per 

cent. 
90.80 

0  evmany       

United  States 

11.96 

a.  44 

.78 

3.54 

11.53 

0.31 

.75 

3. 01 

12.99 
3.14 

6.00 

France 

1.00 

Netherlands 

All  other 

1.24 

2  20 

o  Includes  French  AVest  African  colonies. 
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Shipments  to  United  States — Review  of  Shipping. 

Declared  exports  from  Nigeria  to  United  States  in  1017  comprised 
294  tons  of  cocoa  beans,  valued  at  $71,100.  In  1918,  51  tons  of  cocoa 
beans,  valued  at  $12,558,  were  invoiced  through  this  consulate.  The 
only  other  item  for  that  year  was  85  tons  of  palm  oil,  worth  $23,372, 

The  total  number  of  vessels  which  entered  the  ports  of  Nigeria 
during  the  year  1918  was  280,  the  total  tonnage  being  409,1-lG,  Of 
these,  222  having  an  aggregate  tonnage  of  305,506  >verc  British,  and 
64  with  a  total  tonnage  of  13,640  were  foreign.  The  number  of  ves- 
sels cleared  during  the  year  was  285,  totaling  306,835  tons.  Britisli 
clearances  numbered  218,  Avith  a  tonnage  of  381,742, 

A  total  of  327  vessels  entered  during  the  year  1917  having  an  ag- 
gregate tonnage  of  474,150,  of  which  241  witli  a  total  tonnage  of 
447,181  were  British ;  the  clearances  amounted  to  328  vessels  of  465,- 
009  total  tons,  242  with  a  tonnage  of  436,267  being  British. 

The  total  number  of  vessels  entered  in  1913  was  563,  tonnage 
.881,886;  310  of  these,  tonnage  530,876,  were  Britisli.  The  clearances 
for  1913  amounted  to  551  vessels,  tonnage  853,150;  300  vessels  total- 
ing 510.911  tons  were  British.  Details  concerning  the  nationality  of 
foreign  shipping  are  not  available. 
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